Ontario’s New Policy on Parent Involvement in Education


          Gord Kerr
Announced December 1, 2005 by Minister of Education Gerard Kennedy

1.  Broader definitions of the kinds of ‘parent involvement’ that can help children succeed in school.  Accepting the work of Dr. Joyce Epstein.  Definitions include:

Communications between home and school

Encouraging parents to attend school events

Encourage volunteerism

Helping children at home with homework and good course selections

The building of parenting and family literacy skills

Leveraging community groups 

Participating on a school council

2.  Established a Parent Engagement Office to coordinate Ministry resources, set goals, and elevate the priority for parent involvement in education

3.  Announced funding ($500 per school council) to focus on (from the memo): 

Diversification of communications tools to meet the varied needs of parents
Broadening the number and types of school events that can engage parents in education

Development of volunteer recruitment and management strategies

Support for parents who want help with homework

Activities or programs to help build parenting or family literacy skills

Training for school council members on linking school councils with specific parent and community support groups

4. Funding for district school boards to elevate the local priority on engaging parents.  (eg.  Professional development, information sharing, facilitators)

5. Funding for provincial or regional initiatives (application / grants basis).
6. Parent Involvement Advisory Board to replace former Ontario Parent Council.

7. The creation of a Parent Involvement Advisory Committee within each board (or the transition of an existing group to act as the PIAC).

8. School councils being asked to play an increasing role in understanding parents within the school community, and for recommending methods to reach out to them to provide support and to encourage parents to actively support student learning.  (varied communications, translations if necessary, events, etc.)

For More Information

Ministry of Education Website:  www.edu.gov.on.ca
New Parent Involvement Section:  http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/involvement/
The Parent Involvement Centre www.parentinvolvement.ca
Leadership Development http://leadershipdevelopment.ca/  (online presentation scroll down)
Ontario School Council Support Centre www.schoolcouncils.net
Materials Presented in Brock Principal’s Course:  http://www.schoolcouncils.net/brock
